CHAPTER V

HOW AETER HIS ABBOT DIED HE TARRIED A LITTLE TlME WITH

THE BRETHREN, AND AFTERWARD CAME TO ROME WITH

LETTERS OF INTRODUCTION FROM HIS BISHOP

HAVING now touched briefly and in part upon the vir-
tues of the saint, we shall make clearly known his en-
suing history, just as we have ascertained the facts
from the reports of newsmongers: that the path of his
life and character may be forever more plainly mani-
fest to those who direct themselves toward the pattern
of his holy conversation.

When he had passed the great peril of the journey
and escaped unharmed from the abysses of the sea, and
on his return had betaken himself to the fellowship of
Ms brethren and then joined their company for many
days, at length heavy sorrow took possession of his
mind, and a fresh grief oppressed his soul. For now he
saw the aged limbs of his teacher grow weaker; and at
last, while the congregation of the monks stood by,
Winbert's sickness waxed exceedingly, and amid shak-
ing and trembling the day of his death was at hand;
and finally the saint saw Winbert lay aside the prison
of the body and breathe his last breath, while the
mourning monks looked on sadly. Often in the hearts
of saints the sympathetic piety of compassion shines
with special brightness: since for the moment they are